
Testimony 

Story about Heber J Grant 
“An example of this disposition is found during the time he 
served as president of the Church, when he called a new stake 
president.  A young, successful businessman, not yet twenty-
five, was considered for the position of president of the Toole 
stake.  The man was interviewed by President Taylor and his 
counselor Joseph F. Smith, and reluctantly accepted the 
position.  In the morning session of the stake conference, the 
stake conference, the man’s name was announced.  He was 
invited to stand and say a few remarks, and he did so.  After 
the session concluded, President Taylor and Smith retreated to 
the home of the former stake president for lunch.  During that 
time, President Smith remarked to the new stake president 
that he hadn’t borne testimony that he knew the Church was 
true in his remarks.  “Don’t you know with ever fiber of your 
soul that this church is the only true church on the earth?” 
President Smith asked. 
“’No, I don’t,’ came the reply.  ‘I believe it is the only true 
church, but I don’t know it.’  Dumbfounded by what he had 
heard, President Smith turned to President Taylor and said, 
‘President Taylor, I move that we return to this afternoon’s 
session and undo everything that we did this morning.  I don’t 
think we should allow a man to be the president of a stake 
unless he knows the Church is true.’ 
“The man responded, ‘Well, President Smith, I don’t.  I did not 
seek this position, and I would only be too happy to be relieved 
of it.’ 
“Speechless at this revelation, President Smith gaped at 
President Taylor in disbelief.  But President Taylor have a 
hearty laugh, and throwing back his head, he retorted, ‘Joseph, 
Joseph, Joseph! This man knows that the Church is true just as 
much as you and I.  The only think that he does not know is 
that he does know it.  And it will be but a short time before he 
is able to bear testimony that the Church is true. We will not 
undo what we have done this morning.’ 
“Indeed, the man was sustained in his position, and it wasn’t 
long before that knowledge did come, and fervent testimony 
was borne.  The rest of the story is that fewer than two years 
later, the man was called to fill a vacant position in the Council 
of the Twelve.  That man was none other than Heber J Grant, 
who years later was sustained to the same position President 
Taylor had then held as president of the Church.”  (John Taylor, 
Witness to the Martyrdom: John Taylor’s Personal Account of 
the Last Days of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 144-145) 
 

Tithing 

Story about David O. McKay 
In everyday life, President McKay’s father taught him lessons 

that strengthened him and found their way into his teachings 

as an Apostle. He once told of an experience when he was 

collecting hay with his brothers. The tenth load was to be 

given as a tithing offering to the Church. David O. McKay’s 

father told the boys to get the tenth load from a better spot 

than where they had been gathering. His father said, “That is 

the tenth load, and the best is none too good for God.” Years 

later, David O. McKay said that this was the “most effective 

sermon on tithing I have ever heard in my life.” (The Life and 

Ministry of David O. McKay, page xv) 

Book of Mormon/Scripture Study 

Story about Joseph Fielding Smith 
“As a boy, Joseph Fielding Smith desired to learn 

the will of the Lord, which prompted him to read 

the Book of Mormon twice before he was ten 

years old and to carry the scriptures with him 

when he walked. When the ball team missed him, 

they usually found him in the hayloft reading the 

scriptures. He later said, ‘From my earliest 

recollection, from the time I first could read, I 

have received more pleasure and greater 

satisfaction out of the study of the scriptures, and 

reading of the Lord Jesus Christ, and of the 

Prophet Joseph Smith, and the work that has 

been accomplished for the salvation of men, 

than from anything else in all the world’ [in 

Conference Report, Apr. 1930, 91].  

 “This early study laid the foundation for an 

extensive knowledge of the scriptures and 

Church history, which he drew upon in sermons 

and in the writing of almost two dozen books and 

scores of important articles on doctrinal subjects. ( 

Our Heritage, 121–23 ). 

 

 Charity/Service 

Story about George Albert Smith 
 “Junius Burt of Salt Lake City, a longtime worker 
in the Streets Department, related a touching and 
inspirational experience. He declared that on a 
cold winter morning, the street cleaning crew of 
which he was a member was removing large 
chunks of ice from the street gutters. The regular 
crew was assisted by temporary laborers who 
desperately needed the work. One such wore 
only a lightweight sweater and was suffering from 
the cold. A slender man with a well-groomed 
beard stopped by the crew and asked the worker, 
„You need more than that sweater on a morning 
like this. Where is your coat?‟ The man replied 
that he had no coat to wear. The visitor then 
removed his own overcoat, handed it to the man 
and said, „This coat is yours. It is heavy wool and 
will keep you warm. I just work across the street.‟ 
The street was South Temple. The good 
Samaritan who walked into the Church 
Administration Building to his daily work and 
without his coat was President George Albert 
Smith of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints. His selfless act of generosity revealed his 
tender heart. Surely he was his brother‟s keeper” 
President Thomas S. Monson, (in Conference 
Report, Mar.–Apr. 1990, 62; or Ensign, May 1990, 
47 ). 
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