
Personal Evaluation 

 

Doctrine: The Plan of Salvation 

 

Question My Answers 

1) What truths do I know 

about the Plan of 

Salvation? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) How has this doctrine 

affected my perspective 

on life and who I am? 

 

 

 

 

 

3) How has this doctrine 

influenced how I act 

every day? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) What are some specific 

choices I have made 

because of this doctrine? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5) How has this doctrine 

affected our home? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6) When and how have we 

discussed this topic at 

home with our family? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7) What are specific things 

I consistently do because 

I of this doctrine? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8) What are some specific 

things our family 

consistently does 

because of this doctrine? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9) What are some things I 

would like to better 

understand about this 

doctrine? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Child Evaluation 
Baby to school age 

 

Child:  _________________________________    Age: _______    Doctrine: The Plan of Salvation 

 

Question My Answers 

1) Why is it important to us 

that they learn this 

doctrine early in their 

lives? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) How will an 

understanding and 

testimony of this 

doctrine affect their 

daily choices and how 

they act at home and 

with their friends? 

 

 

 

 

3) What are the 1
st
 five 

things we need to teach 

them about this 

doctrine? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) How can we do this 

effectively? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5) What are some skills we 

may need to work on, as 

parents, in order to teach 

them as powerfully as 

possible? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6) Who are some other 

people in their lives that 

can teach and influence 

them on this subject? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7) What growth do I hope 

to observe in them as 

they grow in their 

testimony of this? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8) How are we going to do 

this?  What is our plan? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Child Evaluation 
School age and up 

 

Child:  _________________________________    Age: _______    Doctrine: The Plan of Salvation 

Question My Answers 

1) What truths am I certain 

they know about the 

Plan of Salvation? 

 

 

 

 

 

2) How strongly to they 

believe those things? 

 

 

 

 

 

3) What growth have I 

observed in them as they 

have grown in their 

testimony of this? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) How does their 

testimony of this affect 

their everyday choices? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5) How does it affect how 

they act at home? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6) How does it affect how 

they act with their 

friends and at school and 

work? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7) What are we, as parents, 

doing to be an example 

of the power of this 

doctrine? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8) What specific things do 

we still need to teach 

them? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9) How are we going to do 

this?  What is our plan? 

 

 

 

10) What are some skills 

that we, as parents, need 

to work on in order to be 

more effective?  

 



Doctrine:  The Plan of Salvation 

Overview:    In the premortal existence, Heavenly Father prepared a plan to enable us to become like Him and receive a fulness of joy. The plan 

of salvation is the fulness of the gospel. It includes the Creation, the Fall, the Atonement of Jesus Christ, and all the laws, ordinances, and doctrines 

of the gospel. Moral agency, the ability to choose and act for ourselves, is also essential in Heavenly Father's plan. Because of this plan, we can be 

perfected through the Atonement, receive a fulness of joy, and live forever in the presence of God. Our family relationships can last throughout the 

eternities. 

Individual  and Spouse Study 

Source Truths My Insights My Spouse’s Insights 

 

Alma 12:22-37 

 

   

 

Romans 1:16 

 

   

 

Alma 42:5-26 

 

   

 

Moses 1:39 

 

   

 

Abraham 3:22-25 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

   

 



The Great Plan of Happiness 

Elder Dallin H. Oaks, Ensign, November 1993, 72-74 

 

Questions like, Where did we come from? Why are we 

here? and Where are we going? are answered in the 

gospel of Jesus Christ. Prophets have called it the plan 

of salvation and ―the great plan of happiness‖ (Alma 

42:8). Through inspiration we can understand this road 

map of eternity and use it to guide our path in mortality. 

The gospel teaches us that we are the spirit children of 

heavenly parents. Before our mortal birth we had ―a pre-

existent, spiritual personality, as the sons and daughters 

of the Eternal Father‖ (statement of the First 

Presidency, Improvement Era,Mar. 1912, p. 417; also 

see Jer. 1:5). We were placed here on earth to progress 

toward our destiny of eternal life. These truths give us a 

unique perspective and different values to guide our 

decisions from those who doubt the existence of God 

and believe that life is the result of random processes. 

Our understanding of life begins with a council in 

heaven. There the spirit children of God were taught his 

eternal plan for their destiny. We had progressed as far 

as we could without a physical body and an experience 

in mortality. To realize a fulness of joy, we had to prove 

our willingness to keep the commandments of God in a 

circumstance where we had no memory of what 

preceded our mortal birth. 

In the course of mortality, we would become subject to 

death, and we would be soiled by sin. To reclaim us from 

death and sin, our Heavenly Father‘s plan provided us a 

Savior, whose atonement would redeem all from death 

and pay the price necessary for all to be cleansed from 

sin on the conditions he prescribed (see 2 Ne. 9:19–24). 

Satan had his own plan. He proposed to save all the 

spirit children of God, assuring that result by removing 

their power to choose and thus eliminating the possibility 

of sin. When Satan‘s plan was rejected, he and the 

spirits who followed him opposed the Father‘s plan and 

were cast out. 

All of the myriads of mortals who have been born on this 

earth chose the Father‘s plan and fought for it. Many of 

us also made covenants with the Father concerning 

what we would do in mortality. In ways that have not 

been revealed, our actions in the spirit world influence us 

in mortality. 

Although Satan and his followers have lost their 

opportunity to have a physical body, they are permitted 

to use their spirit powers to try to frustrate God‘s plan. 

This provides the opposition necessary to test how 

mortals will use their freedom to choose. Satan‘s most 

strenuous opposition is directed at whatever is most 

important to the Father‘s plan. Satan seeks to discredit 

the Savior and divine authority, to nullify the effects of 

the Atonement, to counterfeit revelation, to lead people 

away from the truth, to contradict individual 

accountability, to confuse gender, to undermine 

marriage, and to discourage childbearing (especially by 

parents who will raise children in righteousness). 

Maleness and femaleness, marriage, and the bearing 

and nurturing of children are all essential to the great 

plan of happiness. Modern revelation makes clear that 

what we call gender was part of our existence prior to 

our birth. God declares that he created ―male and 

female‖ (D&C 20:18; Moses 2:27; Gen. 1:27). Elder 

James E. Talmage explained: ―The distinction between 

male and female is no condition peculiar to the relatively 

brief period of mortal life; it was an essential 

characteristic of our pre-existent condition‖ (Millennial 

Star, 24 Aug. 1922, p. 539). 

To the first man and woman on earth, the Lord said, ―Be 

fruitful, and multiply‖ (Moses 2:28; see also Gen. 

1:28; Abr. 4:28). This commandment was first in 

sequence and first in importance. It was essential that 

God‘s spirit children have mortal birth and an opportunity 

to progress toward eternal life. Consequently, all things 

related to procreation are prime targets for the 

adversary‘s efforts to thwart the plan of God. 

When Adam and Eve received the first commandment, 

they were in a transitional state, no longer in the spirit 

world but with physical bodies not yet subject to death 

and not yet capable of procreation. They could not fulfill 

the Father‘s first commandment without transgressing 

the barrier between the bliss of the Garden of Eden and 

the terrible trials and wonderful opportunities of mortal 

life. 

For reasons that have not been revealed, this transition, 

or ―fall,‖ could not happen without a transgression—an 
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exercise of moral agency amounting to a willful breaking 

of a law (see Moses 6:59). This would be a planned 

offense, a formality to serve an eternal purpose. The 

Prophet Lehi explained that ―if Adam had not 

transgressed he would not have fallen‖ (2 Ne. 2:22), but 

would have remained in the same state in which he was 

created. 

―And they would have had no children; wherefore they 

would have remained in a state of innocence, having no 

joy, for they knew no misery; doing no good, for they 

knew no sin‖ (2 Ne. 2:23). 

But the Fall was planned, Lehi concludes, because ―all 

things have been done in the wisdom of him who 

knoweth all things‖ (2 Ne. 2:24). 

It was Eve who first transgressed the limits of Eden in 

order to initiate the conditions of mortality. Her act, 

whatever its nature, was formally a transgression but 

eternally a glorious necessity to open the doorway 

toward eternal life. Adam showed his wisdom by doing 

the same. And thus Eve and ―Adam fell that men might 

be‖ (2 Ne. 2:25). 

Some Christians condemn Eve for her act, concluding 

that she and her daughters are somehow flawed by it. 

Not the Latter-day Saints! Informed by revelation, we 

celebrate Eve‘s act and honor her wisdom and courage 

in the great episode called the Fall (see Bruce R. 

McConkie, ―Eve and the Fall,‖ Woman, Salt Lake City: 

Deseret Book Co., 1979, pp. 67–68). Joseph Smith 

taught that it was not a ―sin,‖ because God had decreed 

it (see The Words of Joseph Smith, ed. Andrew F. Ehat 

and Lyndon W. Cook, Provo, Utah: Religious Studies 

Center, Brigham Young University, 1980, p. 63). 

Brigham Young declared, ―We should never blame 

Mother Eve, not the least‖ (in Journal of 

Discourses, 13:145). Elder Joseph Fielding Smith said: ―I 

never speak of the part Eve took in this fall as a sin, nor 

do I accuse Adam of a sin. … This was a transgression 

of the law, but not a sin … for it was something that 

Adam and Eve had to do!‖ (Joseph Fielding 

Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, comp. Bruce R. 

McConkie, 3 vols., Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1954–56, 

1:114–15). 

This suggested contrast between a sin and 

a transgression reminds us of the careful wording in the 

second article of faith: ―We believe that men will be 

punished for their own sins, and not for 

Adam‘s transgression‖ (emphasis added). It also echoes 

a familiar distinction in the law. Some acts, like murder, 

are crimes because they are inherently wrong. Other 

acts, like operating without a license, are crimes only 

because they are legally prohibited. Under these 

distinctions, the act that produced the Fall was not a 

sin—inherently wrong—but a transgression—wrong 

because it was formally prohibited. These words are not 

always used to denote something different, but this 

distinction seems meaningful in the circumstances of the 

Fall. 

Modern revelation shows that our first parents 

understood the necessity of the Fall. Adam declared, 

―Blessed be the name of God, for because of my 

transgression my eyes are opened, and in this life I shall 

have joy, and again in the flesh I shall see God‖ (Moses 

5:10). 

Note the different perspective and the special wisdom of 

Eve, who focused on the purpose and effect of the great 

plan of happiness: ―Were it not for our transgression we 

never should have had seed, and never should have 

known good and evil, and the joy of our redemption, and 

the eternal life which God giveth unto all the obedient‖ 

(Moses 5:11). In his vision of the redemption of the 

dead, President Joseph F. Smith saw ―the great and 

mighty ones‖ assembled to meet the Son of God, and 

among them was ―our glorious Mother Eve‖ (D&C 

138:38–39). 

When we understand the plan of salvation, we also 

understand the purpose and effect of the 

commandments God has given his children. He teaches 

us correct principles and invites us to govern ourselves. 

We do this by the choices we make in mortality. 

We live in a day when there are many political, legal, 

and social pressures for changes that confuse gender 

and homogenize the differences between men and 

women. Our eternal perspective sets us against changes 

that alter those separate duties and privileges of men 

and women that are essential to accomplish the great 

plan of happiness. We do not oppose all changes in the 

treatment of men and women, since some changes in 

laws or customs simply correct old wrongs that were 

never grounded in eternal principles. 

The power to create mortal life is the most exalted power 

God has given his children. Its use was mandated in the 

first commandment, but another important 

commandment was given to forbid its misuse. The 

emphasis we place on the law of chastity is explained by 

our understanding of the purpose of our procreative 

powers in the accomplishment of God‘s plan. 
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The expression of our procreative powers is pleasing to 

God, but he has commanded that this be confined within 

the relationship of marriage. President Spencer W. 

Kimball taught that ―in the context of lawful marriage, the 

intimacy of sexual relations is right and divinely 

approved. There is nothing unholy or degrading about 

sexuality in itself, for by that means men and women join 

in a process of creation and in an expression of love‖ 

(The Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, ed. Edward L. 

Kimball, Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1982, p. 311). 

Outside the bonds of marriage, all uses of the 

procreative power are to one degree or another a sinful 

degrading and perversion of the most divine attribute of 

men and women. The Book of Mormon teaches that 

unchastity is ―most abominable above all sins save it be 

the shedding of innocent blood or denying the Holy 

Ghost‖ (Alma 39:5). In our own day, the First Presidency 

of the Church has declared the doctrine of this Church 

―that sexual sin—the illicit sexual relations of men and 

women—stands, in its enormity, next to murder‖ 

(―Message of the First Presidency,‖ 3 Oct. 1942, as 

quoted inMessages of the First Presidency of The 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, comp. 

James R. Clark, 6 vols., Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1965–

75, 6:176). Some who do not know the plan of salvation 

behave like promiscuous animals, but Latter-day 

Saints—especially those who are under sacred 

covenants—have no such latitude. We are solemnly 

responsible to God for the destruction or misuse of the 

creative powers he has placed within us. 

The ultimate act of destruction is to take a life. That is 

why abortion is such a serious sin. Our attitude toward 

abortion is not based on revealed knowledge of when 

mortal life begins for legal purposes. It is fixed by our 

knowledge that according to an eternal plan all of the 

spirit children of God must come to this earth for a 

glorious purpose, and that individual identity began long 

before conception and will continue for all the eternities 

to come. We rely on the prophets of God, who have told 

us that while there may be ―rare‖ exceptions, ―the 

practice of elective abortion is fundamentally contrary to 

the Lord‘s injunction, ‗Thou shalt not … kill, nor do 

anything like unto it‘ (D&C 59:6)‖ (1991 Supplement to 

the 1989 General Handbook of Instructions, p. 1). 

Our knowledge of the great plan of happiness also gives 

us a unique perspective on the subject of marriage and 

the bearing of children. In this we also run counter to 

some strong current forces in custom, law, and 

economics. 

Marriage is disdained by an increasing number of 

couples, and many who marry choose to forgo children 

or place severe limits on their number. In recent years 

strong economic pressures in many nations have altered 

the traditional assumption of a single breadwinner per 

family. Increases in the number of working mothers of 

young children inevitably signal a reduced commitment 

of parental time to nurturing the young. The effect of 

these reductions is evident in the rising numbers of 

abortions, divorces, child neglect, and juvenile crime. 

We are taught that marriage is necessary for the 

accomplishment of God‘s plan, to provide the approved 

setting for mortal birth, and to prepare family members 

for eternal life. ―Marriage is ordained of God unto man,‖ 

the Lord said, ―that the earth might answer the end of its 

creation; and that it might be filled with the measure of 

man, according to his creation before the world was 

made‖ (D&C 49:15–17). 

Our concept of marriage is motivated by revealed truth, 

not by worldly sociology. The Apostle Paul taught 

―neither is the man without the woman, neither the 

woman without the man, in the Lord‖ (1 Cor. 11:11). 

President Spencer W. Kimball explained, ―Without 

proper and successful marriage, one will never be 

exalted‖ (Marriage and Divorce, Salt Lake City: Deseret 

Book Co., 1976, p. 24). 

According to custom, men are expected to take the 

initiative in seeking marriage. That is why President 

Joseph F. Smith directed his prophetic pressure at men. 

He said, ―No man who is marriageable is fully living his 

religion who remains unmarried‖ (Gospel Doctrine, Salt 

Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1939, p. 275). We hear of 

some worthy LDS men in their thirties who are busy 

accumulating property and enjoying freedom from family 

responsibilities without any sense of urgency about 

marriage. Beware, brethren. You are deficient in a 

sacred duty. 

Knowledge of the great plan of happiness also gives 

Latter-day Saints a distinctive attitude toward the bearing 

and nurturing of children. 

In some times and places, children have been regarded 

as no more than laborers in a family economic enterprise 

or as insurers of support for their parents. Though 

repelled by these repressions, some persons in our day 

have no compunctions against similar attitudes that 

subordinate the welfare of a spirit child of God to the 

comfort or convenience of parents. 
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The Savior taught that we should not lay up treasures on 

earth but should lay up treasures in heaven (see Matt. 

6:19–21). In light of the ultimate purpose of the great 

plan of happiness, I believe that the ultimate treasures 

on earth and in heaven are our children and our 

posterity. 

President Kimball said, ―It is an act of extreme 

selfishness for a married couple to refuse to have 

children when they are able to do so‖ (Ensign, May 

1979, p. 6). When married couples postpone 

childbearing until after they have satisfied their material 

goals, the mere passage of time assures that they 

seriously reduce their potential to participate in furthering 

our Heavenly Father‘s plan for all of his spirit children. 

Faithful Latter-day Saints cannot afford to look upon 

children as an interference with what the world calls 

―self-fulfillment.‖ Our covenants with God and the 

ultimate purpose of life are tied up in those little ones 

who reach for our time, our love, and our sacrifices. 

How many children should a couple have? All they can 

care for! Of course, to care for children means more than 

simply giving them life. Children must be loved, nurtured, 

taught, fed, clothed, housed, and well started in their 

capacities to be good parents themselves. Exercising 

faith in God‘s promises to bless them when they are 

keeping his commandments, many LDS parents have 

large families. Others seek but are not blessed with 

children or with the number of children they desire. In a 

matter as intimate as this, we should not judge one 

another. 

President Gordon B. Hinckley gave this inspired counsel 

to an audience of young Latter-day Saints: 

―I like to think of the positive side of the equation, of the 

meaning and sanctity of life, of the purpose of this estate 

in our eternal journey, of the need for the experiences of 

mortal life under the great plan of God our Father, of the 

joy that is to be found only where there are children in 

the home, of the blessings that come of good posterity. 

When I think of these values and see them taught and 

observed, then I am willing to leave the question of 

numbers to the man and the woman and the Lord‖ (―If I 

Were You, What Would I Do?‖ Brigham Young 

University 1983–84 Fireside and Devotional 

Speeches, Provo, Utah: University Publications, 1984, p. 

11). 

Some who are listening to this message are probably 

saying, ―But what about me?‖ We know that many 

worthy and wonderful Latter-day Saints currently lack the 

ideal opportunities and essential requirements for their 

progress. Singleness, childlessness, death, and divorce 

frustrate ideals and postpone the fulfillment of promised 

blessings. In addition, some women who desire to be 

full-time mothers and homemakers have been literally 

compelled to enter the full-time work force. But these 

frustrations are only temporary. The Lord has promised 

that in the eternities no blessing will be denied his sons 

and daughters who keep the commandments, are true to 

their covenants, and desire what is right. 

Many of the most important deprivations of mortality will 

be set right in the Millennium, which is the time for 

fulfilling all that is incomplete in the great plan of 

happiness for all of our Father‘s worthy children. We 

know that will be true of temple ordinances. I believe it 

will also be true of family relationships and experiences. 

I pray that we will not let the challenges and temporary 

diversions of mortality cause us to forget our covenants 

and lose sight of our eternal destiny. We who know 

God‘s plan for his children, we who have covenanted to 

participate, have a clear responsibility. We must desire 

to do what is right, and we must do all that we can in our 

own circumstances in mortality. 

In all of this, we should remember King Benjamin‘s 

caution to ―see that all these things are done in wisdom 

and order; for it is not requisite that a man should run 

faster than he has strength‖ (Mosiah 4:27). I think of that 

inspired teaching whenever I feel inadequate, frustrated, 

or depressed. 

When we have done all that we are able, we can rely on 

God‘s promised mercy. We have a Savior, who has 

taken upon him not just the sins, but also ―the pains and 

the sicknesses of his people … that he may know 

according to the flesh how to succor his people 

according to their infirmities‖ (Alma 7:11–12). He is our 

Savior, and when we have done all that we can, he will 

make up the difference, in his own way and in his own 

time. Of that I testify in the name of Jesus Christ, amen

. 
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The Play and the Plan 

 President Boyd K. Packer, Kirkland Washington Stake Center, May 7, 1995 

 
Thank you for that beautiful music. 

I speak from the Seattle Institute of Religion here 

rather than from one of our Church schools to 

demonstrate our equal concern for all the youth of the 

Church. It is not possible for us to provide schools for all 

who are worthy and qualified to attend. You are all very 

precious to the Lord. He will bless you wherever you are 

as you seek to live the gospel. 

In my mind‘s eye I can see you, I‘m sure well over 

40 thousand of you, gathered in many locations. Many of 

you attend Church schools. Many more of you are 

enrolled in Institutes of Religion. You who are not 

students are equally important and you are invited to 

enroll in classes at the Institutes of Religion. 

You are young, and I am not. We regard you as 

Paul did Timothy when he wrote, 

―let no man despise thy youth.‖ (1 Timothy 4:12-16) 

  

David was young when he met Goliath who, 

supposing that David was afraid, taunted him saying, 

―Come to me.‖ David answered, ―Wait till I get a little 

bolder (boulder)—a smooth one.‖ Goliath, the scriptures 

say, ―disdained him: for he was but a youth.‖ When 

David swung his sling, that was the first solid idea that 

had ever entered Goliath‘s head. 

King Saul had armed David with his helmet of 

brass and his coat of mail. But ―David said unto Saul, I 

cannot go with these; for I have not proved them. And 

David put them off him. 

―Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to 

me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but 

I come to thee in the name of the LORD of hosts.‖ (1 

Samual 17:38-46.) 

  

IMMUNIZATION 

You young adults have invisible Goliaths to 

conquer, both physical and spiritual Goliaths. You will 

need to be trained how to protect yourself against them. 

When you were children, you went through a 

program of immunization. Antibodies were injected into 

your system to protect you should you be exposed to 

contagions, an enemy so small as to be invisible. 

Until recent years, one was required to carry an 

International Certificate of Vaccination when traveling 

abroad. That certificate recorded your immunization 

against certain diseases, and one was required to 

present it with a passport at the ticket counter. Without it 

you were not allowed to board a plane destined for some 

countries. 

On one occasion, about midnight, I handed my 

passport and certificate of vaccination to an agent in Los 

Angeles. I was told that one immunization had expired 

and I would not be allowed to board the flight. 

What to do? Upon learning that there was an all-

night clinic near the airport, I rushed there by cab, 

received the injection, had my record stamped, and 

raced back to catch the plane. 

Thereafter I was more careful to check my 

records. Even after the regulations loosened up, we still 

pay sensible attention to protecting ourselves when 

traveling abroad. I do not know how many times I have 

been exposed to, yet spared from, serious illness by 

having submitted to the momentary discomfort of an 

inoculation. 

  

IMMUNIZING THE SPIRIT 

While you can protect your body from contagious 

diseases with the proper serum, we cannot immunize 

our minds and spirits that way. We immunize our minds 

and our spirits with ideas, with truth. 

It is my purpose to do just that, inoculate you with 

an idea, a truth, which, if admitted into your thinking and 

into the cradle of your feelings, may protect you against 

wicked spiritual diseases to which you are exposed 

every day of your lives. 

  

THE GREAT PLAN OF HAPPINESS 

The course of our mortal life, from birth to death, 

conforms to eternal law and follows a plan described in 

the revelations as The Great Plan of Happiness. The 

one idea, the one truth I would inject into your minds is 

this: 

There are three parts to the plan. You are in the second 

or the middle part, the one in which you will be tested by 

temptation, by trials, perhaps by tragedy. Understand 

that, and you will be better able to make sense of life 

and to resist the disease of doubt and despair and 

depression. 

   

THE PLAY 

The plan of redemption, with its three divisions, 

might be likened to a grand three-act play. Act I is 

entitled ―Premortal Life.‖ The scriptures describe it as our 

First Estate. (See Jude 1:6; Abr. 3:26-28)  Act II, from 

birth to the time of resurrection, the ―Second Estate.‖ 

And Act III, ―Life After Death or Eternal Life.‖ 

In mortality, we are like one who enters a theater 

just as the curtain goes up on the second act. We have 

missed Act I. The production has many plots and sub-

plots that interweave, making it difficult to figure out who 

relates to whom and what relates to what, who are the 

heros and who are the villains. It is further complicated 

because you are not just a spectator; you are a member 

of the cast, on stage, in the middle of it all! 

  

MEMORY VEILED 



As part of the eternal plan, the memory of our 

premortal life, Act I, is covered with a veil. Since you 

enter mortality at the beginning of Act II with no 

recollection of Act I, it is little wonder that it is difficult to 

understand what is going on. 

That loss of memory gives us a clean 

start. It is ideal for the test; it secures our individual 

agency, and leaves us free to make choices. Many of 

them must be made on faith alone. Even so, we carry 

with us some whispered knowledge of our premortal life 

and our status as offspring of immortal parents. 

You were born in innocence, for ―every spirit of 

man was innocent in the beginning‖ (D&C 93:33). And 

you have an inborn sense of right and wrong, for the 

scriptures tell us in the Book of Mormon, we ―are 

instructed sufficiently that [we] know good from evil.‖ (2 

Nephi 2:5) 

  

We progress or we are held back in life within the 

limits imposed by spiritual and natural law which govern 

all the universe. We sometimes wonder, if the plan really 

is the great plan of happiness, why must we struggle to 

find fulness of it in mortal life? 

If you expect to find only ease and peace and 

bliss during Act II, you surely will be frustrated. You will 

understand little of what is going on and why it is 

permitted to be as they are. 

Remember this! The line ―And they all lived 

happily ever after‖ is never written into the second act. 

That Line belongs in the third act when the mysteries are 

solved and everything is put right. The Apostle was right 

when he said, ―If in this life only we have hope in Christ, 

we are of all men most miserable.‖  (1 Corinthians 

15:19.) 

  

Until you have a broad perspective of the eternal 

nature of this great drama, you won‘t make much sense 

out of the inequities in life. Some are born with so little 

and others with so much, some in poverty, with 

handicaps, with pain, with suffering, premature death 

even of innocent children. There are the brutal, 

unforgiving forces of nature and the brutality of man to 

man. We‘ve seen a lot of that recently. 

Do not suppose that God willfully causes that, 

which for His own purposes, he permits. When you know 

the plan and purpose of it all, even these things will 

manifest a loving Father in Heaven. 

  

THE SCRIPT 

There exists something of a script for this great 

play, the drama of the ages. It outlines in brief form, at 

least, what happened in Act I, the Premortal Life. While 

there is not much detail, it makes clear the purpose of it 

all. And it reveals enough of the plot to help you figure 

out what life is all about. 

That script, as you should already know, is the 

scriptures, the revelations. Read them, study them. They 

tell you ―what man is,‖ why God is ―mindful of him,‖ and 

why we are made a little lower than the angels‖ or as 

Joseph Smith translated it, ―a little less than the Gods, 

and yet ―crowned ... with glory and honour‖ (Psalms 8: 4-

5) 

                 The scriptures speak the truth. From them 

you can learn enough about all three acts to get your 

bearings and get direction in your life. They reveal that, 

―Ye were also in the beginning with the Father; that 

which is Spirit, even the Spirit of truth‖, and that ―truth is 

knowledge of things as they are, and as they were, and 

as they are to come‖ (D&C 9:23-24): Act I, Act II, and Act 

III. 

You can learn of things as they were, as they 

actually are, not just as they appear to be, and you can 

learn of things as they are to come. What happens to 

you after the curtain comes down on this second act of 

mortal life, we take on faith. Each of us writes our own 

ending to Act II. 

  

THE PLAN 

I have studied this script, the scriptures, even 

memorized parts of it. I‘m sure you have. Let me tell you 

in brief headlines what the scriptures say about this 

drama of the ages, ―The Great Plan of Happiness.‖ 

The spirits of men and women are eternal.   All 

are sons and daughters of God and lived in a premortal 

life as His spirit children.   The spirit of each individual is 

in the likeness of the person in mortality are,   male and 

female.  All are in the image of heavenly parents.   

In the Council of the Gods the plan of the Eternal 

Father (Alma 34:9) was sustained. It provided for the 

creation of an earth (Abr. 3:24)  whereupon His children 

would receive physical bodies (see Abr. 4:26-27: Moses 

6:3-10) and would be tested according to His 

commandment. (Abr. 3:25). Each spirit in premortal life 

was provided opportunities for learning and obedience. 

Each was given agency (see. Alma 13:3-5).   

A grand council in heaven was conveyed. The 

divine plan required one to be sent as a Savior and 

Redeemer to fulfill the plan of the Father. The firstborn of 

the Eternal Father, Jehovah, willingly volunteered and 

was chosen. 

Most sustained this choice. Others rebelled and 

there was a ―war in heaven.‖ Satan and those who 

followed him in rebellion against the Father‘s plan were 

cast out and denied mortality (see: Rev. 12:7-13; Moses 

4:3; D.&C 29:36:  74:23).  

Those who kept the first estate (you are among 

them) were to be added upon with a physical body and 

were permitted to live upon the earth in this planned 

second estate (see: Abr. 3:26). Each was appointed the 

―times and the bounds of their habitation‘.  Some were 

foreordained to be prophets (see: Abr. 3:23; alma 13:7-

9)   

An earth was then organized (Abr. 5:4). Adam 

and Eve in a paradisiacal state were the first man and 

first woman. They were married eternally (Moses 3:23-

24) and were given commandments. They were in a 

state of innocence and knew no sin (2 Nephi. 2:23).  

 Eve, beguiled by Satan transgressed and was to 

be cast out of the Garden. Adam chose to obey the first 

commandment to multiply and replenish the earth. He 



with Eve was subject to the Fall which introduced 

mortality to the earth  Adam and Eve became the first 

parents of the family of all the earth. 

Angels were sent to reveal to Adam the eternal 

plan of redemption and an atonement was wrought by 

Jesus Christ. Through the atonement the effects of the 

Fall, mortal death and spiritual death, could both be 

overcome.  Christ unconditionally provided a 

resurrection for all mankind and thereby overcame 

physical death.  

But to overcome spiritual death, which is 

separation from God, requires that we be obedient to the 

laws and ordinances of the gospel of Jesus Christ.   

These principles and ordinances were instituted 

before the foundation of the world. They are not to be 

altered or changed.  All must be saved by the same 

requirements. The priesthood administers the 

ordinances of salvation. The keys of the priesthood 

control the use of the priesthood.  

When you die, you are introduced to the spirit 

world.  It is happiness, a paradise, for the righteous.  It is 

misery for the wicked  In either, we continue to learn and 

are accountable for our actions. 

After all have been dealt with equally, a judgment 

will be rendered.  Each will be resurrected in his or her 

own order. The glory one receives, however, will depend 

on obedience to the laws and ordinances of our Father‘s 

plan. 

Those who have become pure, through 

repentance, will obtain eternal life and return to the 

presence of God. They will be exalted as heirs of God 

and joint heirs with Christ (D&C 76:94-95; 84:35: 132:19-

20: Romans 8:17).  

Provision is made in the plan for those who live in 

mortality without knowing of the plan. ―Where there is no 

law given there is no punishment; and where there is no 

punishment there is no condemnation; - -. because of 

the atonement; ... they are delivered‖ 

Without that sacred work of the redemption of the 

dead, the plan would be incomplete and would really be 

unfair. The ordinances of the temple, the endowments, 

the sealing in eternal marriage are worth all the 

preparation required. Do not do anything which may 

make you unworthy to receive them or Act III of this 

eternal drama will be less than you are now free to make 

it. 

That is a brief overview of this eternal drama as 

recorded in the scriptures. When you understand it, it will 

give you purpose and direction in life.  Then you will 

have your feet on straight and head on the ground. (I put 

that in to see if you are paying attention and also to 

illustrate that there is humor and enjoyment in life--they 

are a part of the Plan!) 

There is, of course, a villain in all this, the 

adversary, the schemer, the destroyer. He got off track 

in Act I.  He has sworn to spoil the plan for everyone. 

And he has legions of angels, dark angels, to help him 

do it.   He, too, has a plan called the cunning plan (2 

Nephi 9:22), a very subtle plan, a secret plan, the plan of 

destruction. 

―He persuadeth no man to do good, no, not one; 

neither do his angels; neither do they who subject 

themselves unto him.‖ 

Now, here you are on stage in Act II of this eternal 

drama, your own second estate. 

You live in the last days, a dispensation of intense 

testing and unequalled opportunity. Paul, the Apostle, 

wrote a remarkable prophecy to young Timothy. He said, 

―In the last days, perilous times shall come‖. He 

described our day in accurate detail. 

He wrote of men becoming ―lovers of their own 

selves‖ He spoke of disobedience to parents, of 

"despisers of those that are good‖.   He even saw those 

who ―without natural affection‖ could abuse little children, 

and those who now rally in protest for the abandonment 

of those standards without which civilization will not 

endure. 

Now when enough people protest limits on 

conduct, the limits are moved farther out and behavior 

that was once-prohibited is reclassified as moral, legal, 

and socially acceptable, and people rally and protest to 

make it so. The bonds of marriage and kinship are seen 

as bondage rather than as sacred ties. 

The home, the family, absolutely critical to the Plan, are 

now besieged. And you are on stage in the center of it 

all. 

Just as the air you breathe may expose you to 

deadly virus, the thoughts you think may introduce 

spiritual diseases which, if untreated, may be spiritually 

fatal. 

But Paul‘s prophecy of the perilous last days 

included an antidote, the immunization, which can 

protect, even cure, you. After describing those who are 

―ever learning, and never able to come to a knowledge 

of the truth‘,  he counseled, ―But continue thou in the 

things which thou hast learned and hast been assured 

of, knowing of whom thou has learned them.‖ Know who 

is teaching you. 

―And that from a child thou hast known the holy 

scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto 

salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.‖ 

―All scripture is by inspiration of God, and is 

profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 

instruction in righteousness.‘ 

For example: First Nephi, chapter eight, in the 

Book of Mormon, describes the great and spacious 

building. Put those verses together with Second 

Timothy, chapter three, from the New Testament, and 

you will see the world in which you live. Read those 

scriptures thoughtfully. 

You will learn that the Plan is fair; however it 

appears, it is fair. Alma told his son that the 

commandments were not given until after the plan was 

revealed, saying: 

―God gave unto them 

commandments, after having made known unto them 

the plan of redemption.‖ (Alma 12:32). And listen 

carefully. 

The Prophet Joseph Smith taught that ―all beings 

who have bodies have cower over those who have not. 



The devil has no power over us  only as we permit 

him.‖  Lest unwittingly you give him such  permission, let 

me alert you to ideas floating around that are spiritually 

dangerous.   For an example, take the word ―freedom.‖ 

  

FREEDOM - AGENCY 

A little twisting the word freedom can lead to the 

loss of it. Individual freedom without responsibility can 

destroy freedom. For example, right now there are many 

who indulge freely in that which the Lord has forbidden, 

and now, as a result, following-- compelled, I suppose—

by physical impulses, they are prisoners to an incurable 

disease and they expose the innocent, as well. 

It is in the name of freedom that terrorists now 

seek to destroy the institutions of society, which were 

established to guarantee freedom. Read the first few 

verses of Helaman, chapter 12, and you will learn why 

terror will yet be visited upon mankind. Interesting to find 

that word terror in the Book of Mormon. 

We often speak often of agency as a divine right. 

The only agency spoken of in the revelations is moral 

agency! This, the Lord said, is given ―that every man 

may act in doctrine and principle pertaining to futurity, 

according to the moral agency which I have given unto 

him, that every man may be accountable for his own sins 

in the day of judgment‖ (D&C 101:78).  If you do not 

temper freedom with responsibility and agency with 

accountability, they both will self-destruct. 

  

DIVERSITY 

Another example: Diversity is a very popular word 

which self-destructs if handled carelessly. Properly 

respected, diversity is the friend to the word choice. But, 

like freedom, diversity can devour itself and choice will 

disappear. 

Beware of those who teach a diversity in which 

everybody, every philosophy, and all behavior must be 

accepted everywhere with standards adjusted to 

accommodate and to please everyone. They are really 

arguing for their own brand of conformity. 

For example, if we change the standards at 

Church schools, and there are some who really press for 

that, so that we conform more to the world, we lose the 

very idea of an education rooted in faith in the Restored 

Gospel. Then there will be no choice, and diversity will 

have eaten itself up. 

The hidden trap connected with diversity is that a 

misunderstanding of it can cause you to accept what is 

and lose sight of what ought to be. 

We must and will maintain high standards in the 

Church in the name of choice and diversity. We have the 

right to create environments in our Church schools, in 

our Institutes of Religion, and individually in our minds, in 

our homes, in the Church at large to create a Zion. 

  

THE CHALLENGE OF LEARNING 

          Those of you who attend Church schools are 

under the influence of teachers whose dedication and 

commitment will be a blessing to you for as long as you 

live. Their purpose is to open your mind to the secular 

and spiritual truths which will ensure a happy life. 

Whether they teach secular subjects or classes in 

religion, their teaching and their behavior is a worthy 

example to follow. They enjoy the full trust of the 

Brethren and their service deserves the gratitude of all 

members in the Church. 

Reluctantly I alert you to the possibility that 

among them are one or two who deliberately inject 

students with diseased ideas. The test depends on 

whether they are teaching about false standards or 

theories or philosophies or whether they are advocates 

of them. You must discern whether you are being taught 

about an ideology or proselyted to it. 

A teacher (and I remind you they are few) who 

advocates false philosophies or lower standards of 

conduct supposing to prepare students for the realities of 

life, is as foolish as a woman I learned about in a junior 

high health class. 

Upon learning that the neighbor children had 

chicken pox, she sent her children to play with them so 

that she could get that out of the way. When one of the 

neighbor children died, she learned to her horror that it 

was small pox, not chicken pox, to which she had 

exposed her children. 

You probably will not meet such a teacher in 

Church schools. But, should that happen, do not be 

intimidated by one who advocates philosophies or 

behavior that are in opposition to the standards set by 

the Lord and entrusted to His servants, those who have 

established, who finance, and who are responsible to 

administer our schools, our Institutes of Religion. 

Students in our schools have both the right and 

the responsibility to challenge such teachings. That may 

be part of your test. A student or a teacher who feels 

uncomfortable in our environment is free to choose 

another, but they are not free to substitute their own 

ideals or standards of behavior for those expected in an 

institution supported by the tithes and offerings of the 

Saints. 

  

STATE SCHOOLS 

You who are in state colleges have a different 

challenge. For the most part, your professors will be men 

and women of integrity and you can trust them. But, 

here, too, there are those few who do not deserve your 

trust. This may well be your greatest test in school. The 

tests on paper by comparison are only incidental.           

Remember what Paul told young Timothy: 

―Neglect not the gift that is in thee" (1 Tim. 4:14) 

          There are angels to attend you.  ―Angels,‖ the 

scriptures tell us, ―speak by the power of the Holy Ghost‖ 

(2 Nephi 32:3). You have received the Holy Ghost as a 

gift at the time of your confirmation as a member of the 

Church. 

You will be guided as to how to meet these 

challenges and become stronger for having met them. 

  

FLIGHT TRAINING 



An experience. At the end of advanced flight 

training during World War U, it was customary for each 

instructor pilot at our base to invite his cadets to a dinner 

the week before 

graduation. Final decisions on graduation were yet to be 

made and we were all very sensitive that it was by the 

word of our instructor that we would get our commission 

as an officer and those coveted silver wings. 

Our instructor took us to a noisy road house near 

the air base in Marfa, Texas. He said, ―The drinks are on 

me! Drink up and enjoy yourselves!‖ I managed to get by 

on soft drinks until the cadet sitting next to me blurted 

out, ―Captain Goff, do you know what Packer is doing?‖ I 

gave him a jab with my elbow and whispered to him 

something that had to do with his not living very long. 

And before long no one seemed to be paying much 

attention to anything and I survived the challenge. 

I suppose I handled that as best I could. Looking 

back on it, I think there would have been a much better 

way. I could have, and I should have, told my instructor 

of  my convictions, that my faith prohibited me from 

drinking liquor. If I had done so, surely I could have 

avoided that crisis. 

If your professor is reasonable, you might tell him 

that your church encourages you to learn about all 

things, but your faith gives you reasons for not accepting 

every theory or philosophy that anyone believes to be 

true. 

Sometimes even that may not be advisable. Just 

remember, you are not alone. You have the spirit of 

inspiration to guide you in your studies, your tests, and in 

your contacts in the world. Have courage and remember 

who you are and that you are on stage in Act II of the 

great plan of redemption. You can know by the Spirit 

those teachers you can safely trust. 

A knowledge of the plan of happiness can help 

you through the difficult times and you can face 

problems you otherwise could not 

endure. 

For example: Some years ago a president of a 

student stake asked if I would counsel with a young 

couple. The stalwart young man and his lovely wife had 

recently been told, with some finality, that they would 

never have children of their own. They were heartbroken 

as they sobbed out their disappointment. What they 

wanted most in life, what they had been taught and knew 

was an obligation and a privilege beyond price (part of 

the Plan), they now were to be denied. Why? Why? 

Why? 

I consoled them as best I could and offered 

comfort that really was insufficient to quiet the pain they 

felt. As they were leaving the office, I called them back 

and said: ―You are a very fortunate and very blessed 

young couple.‖ 

They were startled and the young man asked why 

would I say such a thing as that. Did I not understand 

what they had told me? Why would I say they were 

fortunate and blessed, when they were to be denied the 

thing they wanted most, children of their own. 

I answered, ―Because you want them. In the 

eternal scheme of things that will be of 

inestimable and eternal value.‖ The Lord has said that 

He ―will judge all men according to their works; 

according to the desires of their hearts‖ (D&C 137:9). 

Many people now do not want children or want few of 

them or consider them a burden rather than a blessing.‖ 

They were a very blessed young couple. 

When you understand the plan, you can cope with 

challenges in life which otherwise would be unbearable. 

Now, when I speak of the law and of rules, I 

always get a letter or two pointing out a variation or an 

exception. There is an old saying that the exception 

proves the rule. That‘s a true statement. 

You be careful that you don‘t look for exceptions 

as an excuse to avoid keeping the rules and don‘t trust 

those who do. If something has to be labeled an 

exception, really it does prove the rule. 

  

THE BROKEN CARVING 

Now, if you suppose some of you because of 

mistakes you have already made, think that you have 

lost your future. Let me in conclusion teach you this—

one more inoculation: 

For a number of years I found relaxation in 

carving and painting songbirds, at times spending a full 

year on a single carving. That suggests how much time I 

had now and again. Once I had a newly finished carving 

on the back seat of a car driven by Elder A. Theodore 

Tuttle. He hit the brakes suddenly and the carving was 

thrown to the floor and damaged. 

Elder Tuttle felt terrible, supposing he had ruined 

a year‘s work. When I waved aside his apologies, he 

said, ―You sure don‘t seem to be upset about it.‖ To 

reassure him, I said ―Don‘t worry, I made it; I can fix it.‖ 

Actually it had been broken and fixed many times while I 

was working on it. 

Later Brother Tuttle likened that experience to 

lives, broken or badly damaged, supposedly ruined with 

no hope of repair, not knowing that there is a Maker, a 

Creator, who can fix any of his creations no matter how 

hopelessly broken they seem to be. 

God bless you, you precious youth of the Church, 

you young adults all over the world. Last week we met 

with your counterpart in Seoul, Korea; the week before in 

Tokyo, Japan. Young hopeful Latter-day Saints, who are 

the strength of the Kingdom of God upon the earth. God 

bless you as you find your way. Remember, there is no 

final curtain on the Third Act of this great drama. It goes 

on eternally. 

I bear witness that Jesus is the Christ, the son of 

God, that the gospel of Jesus Christ is true, that you as 

young members of the Church may look forward to a 

wonderful life of challenges and happiness and 

responsibility. It is a wonderful time to live and to be 

young. I envy you. As I said in the beginning, you are 

young and I am not. And yet in the eternal scheme of 

things, I am just as young as you are. Maybe a little 

closer to the final curtain on Act II, but I know, for I have 

seen a little behind the curtain into Act III and bear 



personal witness that the gospel is true, and bear 

witness of Jesus Christ. 

In closing, I invoke a blessing upon you, you 

young men and women who hopefully are looking for a 

companion, you newly married men and women starting 

a family— looking forward to the adventure in life, may 

the power of the Lord watch over you and his Spirit 

attend you. The Holy Ghost will bless you with a 

testimony. 

Fear is the antithesis of faith. In this Church, we 

do not fear. I have been sitting in the councils of the 

Brethren now for some thirty-four years or so. I have 

seen 

disappointment, shock, and concern. Never once, for 

one second, have I ever seen any fear. And you should 

not. 

May He bless you as you find your way. I am sure 

He will and bear that witness to you and invoke that 

blessing upon you in the name of Jesus Christ, amen. 
 


