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Object Lessons 
Like comparisons, object lessons relate intangible principles to familiar physical things.  
However, in an object lesson, you use actual objects rather than just talk about them.  
For example, to help learners understand the cleansing effect of repentance, a teacher 
could display a bar of soap and even use it to wash dirt from his or her hands. 
 
Other Examples of Object Lessons 
The following examples further illustrate how to use object lessons: 
1-  To show that ordinances and covenants are inseparable, display a coin. Then ask 
which side of the coin is more important. (Neither side is more important.) Ask learners 
if they can separate the sides of the coin. Then explain that ordinances and covenants 
are inseparable, just as the two sides of a coin are inseparable. Also point out that 
ordinances and covenants are necessary for admission into God’s presence, just as 
coins are sometimes needed for admission to events. 

 
2-  To emphasize that each individual is important, have learners assemble a simple 
puzzle from which you have removed a piece. When they ask about the missing piece, 
give it to them. Ask them why the missing piece is important. Then explain that each 
piece of the puzzle is like a family member or class member. Each person is important. 

 
3-  To illustrate the importance of the gospel, display a map. Ask why we use maps. 
Then compare the map to the gospel. Explain that like a map, the gospel of Jesus Christ 
guides us. It helps us stay on the path that leads to eternal life with our Heavenly 
Father. 

 
4-  To teach about nourishing the word of God after it has been planted in our hearts 
(seeAlma 32:28–43), draw pictures of two plants—one that is healthy and has moist, 
rich soil and one that is unhealthy and has dry, poor soil. 
 
When to Use Comparisons and Object Lessons 
Comparisons and object lessons can be used in many ways, but they are especially 
helpful when you need to: 
1-  Gain the attention of those you teach. You can use comparisons and object lessons 
to quickly create interest, focus the attention of learners, and introduce a subject or 
principle of a lesson. 

 
2-  Provide a framework for a lesson. You might occasionally build an entire lesson 
around a comparison or object lesson. 

 
3-  Conclude, summarize, and encourage. After teaching a gospel principle, you can use 
a comparison or object lesson to summarize what has been discussed and to motivate 
those you teach to make worthwhile changes in their lives. 
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